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Oct. 9 / Administration of George W. Bush, 2002

Message to the Congress on Extending the Period of Production of the

Naval Petroleum Reserve
October 9, 2002

To the Congress of the United States:

In accordance with section 201(3) of the
Naval Petroleum Reserves Production Act
of 1976 (10 U.S.C. 7422(c)(2)), I am in-
forming you of my decision to extend the
period of production of the Naval Petro-
leum Reserves for a period of 3 years from
April 5, 2003, the expiration date of the
currently authorized period of production.

Enclosed is a copy of the report inves-
tigating the necessity of continued produc-

tion of the reserves as required by section
201(3)(c)(2)(B) of the Naval Petroleum Re-
serves Production Act of 1976. In light of
the findings contained in the report, I cer-
tify that continued production from the
Naval Petroleum Reserves is in the national
interest.

GEORGE W. BusH

The White House,
October 9, 2002.

Remarks on House of Representatives Action on the Resolution
Authorizing the Use of Military Force Against Iraq

October 10, 2002

I would like to thank the Members of
the House of Representatives, just as I
thanked Speaker Hastert and Leader
Gephardt a few minutes ago, for the very
strong bipartisan vote authorizing the use
of force in Iraq if it becomes necessary.

The House debate was conducted in the
best traditions of the United States Con-
gress. It was spirited; it was civil; and it
was informed. This is a debate and a deci-
sion that all Americans can be proud of.

I'm also pleased with the progress being
made in the Senate, and I look forward
to a final vote soon.

The House of Representatives has spo-
ken clearly to the world and to the United
Nations Security Council: The gathering
threat of Iraq must be confronted fully and
finally. Today’s vote also sends a clear mes-

sage to the Iragi regime: It must disarm
and comply with all existing U.N. resolu-
tions, or it will be forced to comply. There
are no other options for the Iragi regime.
There can be no negotiations. The days
of Iraq acting as an outlaw state are coming
to an end.

The United States is committed to help-
ing make the world more peaceful and
more just. We are committed to freedom
for all. We're also committed to protecting
human dignity, and today’s vote is an im-
portant step toward fulfilling those great
American commitments.

Thank you.

NoTE: The President spoke at 4 p.m. in the
Roosevelt Room at the White House.
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Statement on Senate Action on the Resolution Authorizing the Use of

Military Force Against Iraq
October 11, 2002

With tonight’s vote in the United States
Senate, America speaks with one voice. The
Congress has spoken clearly to the inter-
national community and the United Nations
Security Council. Saddam Hussein and his
outlaw regime pose a grave threat to the
region, the world, and the United States.
Inaction is not an option; disarmament is
a must.

I commend Members of the Senate for
the strong bipartisan vote authorizing the
use of force if necessary. The Senate, like

the House, conducted this important de-
bate and vote in the finest traditions of
our democracy.

Our Nation seeks a more just and more
peaceful world. Our nation seeks a safer
and better world. America will never waver
in its commitment to these ideals.

NoOTE: The statement referred to President
Saddam Hussein of Iraq. The Senate re-
ceived H.J. Res. 114 on October 10 and
voted at 12:50 a.m. on October 11.

Remarks on Humanitarian Aid to Afghanistan

October 11, 2002

Welcome. Please be seated. Thanks for
coming. Laura and I appreciate you coming
today, and it’s a chance to talk about our
vision for our friends in Afghanistan.

It was a year ago that American forces
were just beginning the liberation of Af-
ghanistan. And on this date last year, a
year ago today, I asked the children of
America to contribute one dollar to provide
food and medical help to the children of
Afghanistan. In a year’s time after making
that request, we've really accomplished a
lot. We have. We have seen, of course,
the tremendous skill and character of a
United States military. We have seen the
courage of our allies and our Afghan
friends. We have seen the spirit of the Af-
ghan people, who long for freedom. We've
seen the great generosity of our fellow
Americans extended to men, women, and
children on the other side of the Earth.

And yet today I want you all to know
and our fellow citizens to know there’s still
a lot left to do. There’s still a lot of work
to do in Afghanistan to achieve our dreams

and, more importantly, the dreams of the
Afghan people. Today America affirms its
full commitment to a future of progress
and stability for the Afghan people.

I appreciate so very much the
Ambassador for being here. Mr. Ambas-
sador, I want to thank you for your service.
The Ambassador is a—was an American cit-
izen until recently. He decided he wanted
to serve his country, the land of his birth,
renounced his citizenship so he could be-
come the official Ambassador from Afghan-
istan to the United States. And Ambassador
Shahryar is a—is a great man who serves
a wonderful example of putting your coun-
try above yourself.

And so, Mr. Ambassador, we’re honored
youre here. I want to thank you—where
is he? Oh, Ambassador, you'd think they'd
have given you a better seat. [Laughter]
I'm proud of you. I really am.

I'm also proud of Andrew Natsios, who
is our Administrator of USAID. I want to
thank him. T'll talk about some of Andy’s
fellow employees here in a minute and
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